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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Storm Response Update  
 

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA – December 16, 2020 – Storm response updates for December 16, 2020. A 

full list of resources can be found on the City’s website: www.cedar-rapids.org.  

 

Progress continues to move forward on storm debris collection and street tree work. The majority 

of debris collection is anticipated to conclude before the end of the winter in early 2021. Spring 

activities will include final removals of street trees, additional park clean-up, and tree re-planting 

along the right-of-way. Additional information on these efforts will be released at a later date.  

 

Nonorganic Storm Debris – Final Pickup Nearing Completion 

Crews anticipate completing the collection of nonorganic storm debris such as shingles, fences, 

siding, etc., by the end of January. Crews have reached approximately 80 percent of streets for 

collection.  

To view a map of locations still underway and areas already completed, visit the City’s website: 

http://www.cedar-rapids.org/nonorganic_debris_info.php.  

Areas already marked completed will have no further pickup of nonorganic debris. To report a 

missed pile, visit the City’s website.  

Tree Debris Removal – Final Pickup Starting Early 2021 

Tree debris cleanup continues to move forward. To date, crews have picked up approximately 3 

million cubic yards of tree debris, and are still working in all areas of the community. Pickup will 

continue through the winter. During snow events, pickup may be suspended temporarily for plow 

operations before collection resumes. The final pickup of tree debris is anticipated to start in the 

early months of 2021, concluding before the end of the winter. This will include the breakdown 

and removal of large tree trunks or root balls, and one pickup through alleys. Some hazardous 

root ball work and soil restoration may extend into the spring, due to the presence of underground 

utilities. Exact timelines will be updated as work continues to progress. Tree debris pickup is 

working concurrently with street tree removals; as crews remove damaged street trees, a different 

crew will return to the area and collect the debris. 

 

City Limb and Tree Removals - Ongoing 

http://www.cedar-rapids.org/
http://www.cedar-rapids.org/nonorganic_debris_info.php


 

Crews continue to work on the removal of hazardous limbs from City trees and hazardous limbs 

from private trees that are hanging into the right-of-way and have the potential to fall. Limb 

debris from tree trimming work will be left behind so crews can quickly move on to the next tree, 

and will be picked up by the City at a later date. Street tree removals will continue through the 

winter on trees that are structurally unsound and need to be removed. A map showing where 

public tree work is underway may be viewed on the City’s website: http://www.cedar-

rapids.org/tree_inspections_info.php.  
 

Residents can find information on how to replant their own street tree on the City’s website: 

http://www.cedar-rapids.org/residents/parks_and_recreation/forestry.php#replanting  

 

Public Parks    

Street-clearing resources are not being used to clear parks; a separate contractor is working on 

clearing public parks. It is important for the public to stay out of parks that are closed for tree 

removals, as these are active work sites and contractor crews cannot always see people during 

their cleanup operations, putting park patrons and contractors in danger. While crews will 

continue to work throughout the winter months, we expect that parks cleanup will continue into 

the spring, including removing hazardous trees, limbs, and root ball removals. Golf course 

removals are prioritized over the winter, while the ground is frozen, to limit any potential damage 

to the turf and to meet spring opening dates. 

 

Tree debris removal is currently underway in the following parks, which are closed:   

 

 Bever Park 

 Cherry Hill Park 

 Daniels Park 

 Ellis Park  

 Ellis Golf 

 Jones Park 

 Shaver Park 

 Seminole Valley Park 

 Ushers Ferry Historical Village  

 

Burn Ban – Remains in Effect 

The burn ban remains in effect for the safety of all residents. There are many homes that have 

plastic tarps over large sections of the roof as home owners are awaiting repairs. There is concern 

that a spark from a recreational fire could unnecessarily endanger others. The Fire Department is 

allowing Liquid Petroleum (LP) gas and natural gas fire pits to be used.  However, no wood-fired 

recreational fires are allowed due to the possibility of sparks.  The Fire Department will continue 

to evaluate the burn ban on a regular basis and provide updates to the community.   
 

Garbage, Recycling and Yard Waste Collection 

There has been a FULL RETURN TO ALLEY COLLECTION of garbage, recycling and yard 

waste carts for customers who had alley collection prior to the August 10 derecho. The return to 

alley collection is effective immediately for all customers. 
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